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Korean Educational Development Institute(KEDI) and Ministry of Education, 

Science and Technology(MEST) have annually conducted Educational 

Statistics Project on approximately 20,000 schools nationwide. Covering schools 

at all levels, metropolitan and provincial offices of education, local offices of 

education, and other educational administrative bodies across the country, 

the Educational Statistic Project is an official national project that collects, 

analyzes, and distributes statistical data on the overall conditions of the 

educational institutions, students, teachers, teaching staff, finance, and facilities.

KEDI, in charge of the national Educational Statistics Project, has made 

continued efforts at enhancing reliability and validity of the statistical data 

that form the basis for an objective and efficient education policy and educational 

research of diverse threads. Also, KEDI strives to improve qualitative level of 

the educational statistics service by providing people in and out of the country 

with various types of information collected in its educational statistics 

database.

Along with the Statistical Yearbook of Education, The 2008 Brief Statistics 

on Korean Education is an annual source book based on the result of educational 

statistics survey. For the goal of aiding readers to gain a comprehensive overview 

of the overall state of education in Korea, Brief Statistics includes major 

statistical data as well as aggregate information for each school level. Its contents 

are: chapter 1, overview of school at all levels; chapter 2, primary and secondary 

education; chapter 3, higher education; chapter 4, lifelong education; chapter 

5, international comparison and chapter 6, others.

Particularly in this year, additional statistical data of high information value 

are included, such as the data on special purpose high schools, special education, 

Rate of teacher quota fullfilled, students abroad, enrollment rate of higher 

education, number of students per a full-time staff in higher education 

institutions, and the participation rate in lifelong learning. In addition, 

various international indicators related with education are provided in an 

independent chapter.

PREFACE



It is anticipated that this booklet will be used widely as a basic source book 

to help raise comprehensive understanding of Korean education and to assist 

in its development. I wish to express gratitude to the officials of MEST and 

the staff of KEDI’s Center for Education Statistics and Information for 

publishing this source book.

December, 2008

Korean Educational Development Institute

              Dong-Seop Jin, President



1 The information in this booklet is based on The 2008 statistical 

Yearbook of Education(Ministry of Education, Science and Technology 

& Korean Educational Development Institute).

2 The educational statistics were drawn from survey of schools founded 

by the Rules for the Primary & Secondary and Tertiary education, 

and also by the Rules for the Lifelong Education.

3 The number of students is the actual enrollment(including temporary 

absentees), and the number of graduates includes all students who 

graduated in February 2008. Graduate in higher education, however, 

are students who were conferred degrees in August 2007 and February 

2008.

4 The number of teachers represents all teachers(including both 

temporary instructors and teachers on leave of absentees), and 

includes presidents(dean), principals vice principals.

5 Technical College has junior college course and undergraduate 

course.

6 Data items without a footnote are drawn data in The 2008 Statistical 

Yearbook of Education, published in September 2008. Data without 

any specific indications are assumed to be collected on April 1, 2008.  
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1 Schools, Students, and Teachers(2008)

(Unit : school, person)

Classification
Number of

Schools
Number of 
Students

Number of 
Teachers

Grand Total 20,051 11,765,542 518,673

Kindergarten 8,344 537,822 34,601

Elementary
School
Course

Total 5,814 3,672,267 172,193

Elementary School 5,813 3,672,207 172,190

Civic School 1 60 3

Middle
School
Course

Total 3,089 2,043,204 108,918

Middle School 3,077 2,038,611 108,700

Civic High School 4 188 9

Miscellaneous School   8 4,405 209

High
School
Course

Total 2,250 1,925,986 123,252

General High School 1,493 1,419,486 86,500

Vocational H igh School 697 487,492 36,406

Air & Corr. H igh School 40 14,255 -

Trade High School 12 1,463 107

Miscellaneous School 8 2,629 232

Attached Schools to Industrial Firms [1] 44 7

Special Classes by the Request of Industrial Firms [10] 617 -

Special School 149 23,419 6,637

Junior
College
Course

Total 151 776,782 12,134

Junior College 147 771,854 12,100

Polytechnic College - 39 -

Miscellaneous School 1 65 4

Cyber College & University 2 4,755 23

College in the Company 1 69 7

Under-
graduate
Course

Total 217 2,484,650 57,841

University 174 1,943,437 54,331

Univ. of Education 10 24,116 812

Industrial University 13 161,876 2,137

Polytechnic College 1 132 -

Air & Corr. University 1 272,550 137

Miscellaneous School 2 1,214 19

Cyber College & University 15 81,229 404

College in the Company 1 96 1

Graduate
School

Total 37(1,018) 301,412 3,097

Independent Graduate School 37 6,009 561

Graduate School (1,018) 295,403 2,536

Note: 1) Survey date is April 1, 2008.
2) The figures in parentheses and brakets are not included in the grand total.
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Percentage of Female Students by Year 2

(Unit : %)

Classification 1980 1990 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Kindergarten 45.2 47.5 46.9 47.7 47.7 47.9 48.0

Elementary School 48.5 48.5 47.0 47.2 47.4 47.6 47.7

Middle School 47.0 48.5 47.8 47.1 46.9 46.7 46.7

High School 42.6 47.0 48.0 47.2 47.1 47.1 47.2

Higher Education 24.1 30.4 38.3 39.4 39.9 40.4 40.9

Note: 1) Percentage of Female Students = (Number of actually enrolled Female Students/Number of actually enrolled Students) × 100
2) High school includes general high school and vocational high school.
3) Higher education institution includes junior college, university of education, university, miscellaneous schools, air and 

correspondence university, industrial university, polytechnic college, cyber college, college in the company, and graduate
school.

Percentage of Female Teachers 3
at Different School Levels(2008)

(Unit : %)

Classification
Kinder-
garten

Elementary
School

Middle  
School

High  
School

Special 
School

Junior  
College

University
Univ. of  

Education
Industrial  
University

Total 98.3 74.0 64.5 42.1 68.1 29.5 17.7 23.8 13.9 

Seoul 98.3 83.5 67.0 41.0 67.8 38.0 19.9 20.7 7.7 

Busan 98.5 79.0 70.0 39.6 75.7 26.5 16.4 22.9 -

Daegu 97.9 79.7 68.6 36.2 62.1 23.6 15.5 21.3 -

Incheon 98.5 73.9 71.8 50.3 72.1 21.8 17.2 33.1 -

Gwangju 98.1 76.4 61.6 35.6 76.7 25.2 16.6 21.6 -

Daejeon 97.9 80.9 64.3 38.2 57.4 30.1 19.3 - 15.1 

Ulsan 98.0 75.5 69.8 48.4 72.7 34.2 12.4 - -

Gyeonggi 98.3 77.4 73.9 54.3 70.2 29.2 19.4 - 12.5 

Gangwom 98.2 63.9 55.1 37.8 68.4 28.4 16.5 27.1 -

Chungbuk 97.9 70.1 56.9 34.2 62.9 23.4 17.1 26.9 15.0 

Chungnam 97.8 65.7 52.3 33.9 72.8 33.9 18.6 24.1 18.6 

Jeonbuk 98.6 64.3 52.9 31.6 66.8 31.3 16.2 21.4 10.2 

Jeonnam 98.4 58.0 52.5 34.3 58.3 26.7 15.4 - 15.9 

Gyeongbuk 98.0 59.3 54.4 33.2 59.0 32.9 14.4 - 18.3 

Gyeongnam 98.9 71.7 57.1 40.9 73.6 33.4 14.6 12.7 8.5 

Jeju 99.0 72.2 55.1 34.7 65.8 31.2 14.5 - -

Note: 1) Part-time Teachers are not included in the total number of teachers.
2) High school includes general high school and vocational high school.

Ⅰ. Overview 09
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4 Enrollment Rate · Advancement Rate by Year

A. Enrollment Rate

 (Unit : %)

Classification 1980 1990 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Kindergarten 4.1 31.6 26.2 31.1 33.9 36.2 38.0

Elementary School 97.7 100.5 97.2 98.8 98.8 99.3 99.0

Middle School 73.3 91.6 95.0 94.6 96.2 96.0 93.2

High School 48.8 79.4 89.4 91.0 90.3 91.3 90.0

Higher Education 11.4 23.6 52.5 65.1 66.7 69.4 70.5

Note: 1) Percentage of enrollment(%)＝(Total number of students enrolled/school-aged students) × 100
2) The basis for enrollment ages : Population Projections for Korea (Nov. 2006), Korea National Statistical Office.
3) Proper age of enrollment: 3-5 for kindergarten; 6-11 for elementary school; 12-14 for middle school; 15-17 for high

school; and 18-21 for higher education institutions.
4) For kindergarten, proper age of enrollment had been 4-5 until 1990, since the proper age was changed to 3-5 in 1992.
5) The number of elementary school students enrolled in 1990 includes the children under age 6.
6) High school includes general high school and vocational high school.
7) The number of students enrolled in higher education institutions includes students under age 18 depending on year

and institution.
8) Higher education institution includes junior college, university of education, university, miscellaneous school, air and 

correspondence university, industrial university, polytechnic college, cyber college, college in the company, and graduate
school. But industrial university(open university) is excluded in 1990.

B. Advancement Rate

 (Unit : %)

Classification 1980 1990 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Elementary School
→ Middle School

95.8 99.8 99.9 99.9 99.9 99.9 99.9

Middle School
→ High School

84.5 95.7 99.6 99.7 99.8 99.6 99.7

High School
→ Higher

Education

Total 27.2 33.2 68.0 82.1 82.1 82.8 83.8

General 39.2 47.2 83.9 88.3 87.5 87.1 87.9

Vocational 11.4 8.3 42.0 67.6 68.6 71.5 72.9

Note: 1) Rate of Advancements = (Entrants of Number of Graduates / Graduates) × 100
2) Middle school includes middle school and other schools equivalent to middle school.
3) High school includes high school and other schools equivalent to high school.
4) High school includes general high school and vocational high school.
5) Higher education institution includes junior college, university of education, university, miscellaneous school(courses for 

junior college and university), air and correspondence university, industrial university, and polytechnic college.
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Students per Class and Students per Teacher by Year 5

A. Students per Class

(Unit : person)

Classification 1980 1990 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Kindergarten 38.4 28.6 26.3 24.2 23.7 22.7 21.9

Elementary School 51.5 41.4 35.8 31.8 30.9 30.2 29.2

Middle School 62.1 50.2 38.0 35.3 35.3 35.0 34.7

High 
School

General 59.9 53.6 44.1 33.9 33.7 34.3 35.1

Vocational 59.6 51.5 40.3 30.0 29.9 30.1 30.0

Note: Students per Class = Number of actually enrolled Students / Class

B. Students per Teacher

(Unit : person)

Classification 1980 1990 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Kindergarten　 19.9 22.4 19.5 17.5 17.0 16.2 15.5

Elementary 
School

　 47.5 35.6 28.7 25.1 24.0 22.9 21.3

Middle 
School

　 45.1 25.4 20.1 19.4 19.4 19.1 18.8

High
School

General 33.9 25.4 20.9 15.9 15.8 16.1 16.4

Vocational 32.6 23.4 18.2 13.5 13.5 13.5 13.4

Junior 
College

　 33.8 52.7 78.0 70.9 69.0 68.1 63.8

(31.9) (39.0) (51.2) (44.1) (44.5) (44.5) (41.6)

University

　 34.2 41.1 39.7 37.8 36.4 36.4 35.8

　 (29.7) (30.7) (27.6) (25.7) (24.9) (25.0) (24.5)

Note: 1) Students per Teacher = Number of actually enrolled Students / Teachers
2) Numbers in the parentheses under junior college and university were calculated using the number of enrolled students.
3) Teachers for kindergarten, elementary school, and secondary schools do not include part time instructor. Teachers for 

junior college and university do not include part time instructor and teaching assistant.
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1 Schools, Students, and Teachers by Year

(Unit : school, person)

Classification 1980 1990 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Schools

Total 11,213 19,078 18,659 19,167 19,381 19,457 19,646

Kindergarten 901 8,354 8,494 8,275 8,290 8,294 8,344

Elementary 
School

6,487 6,335 5,267 5,646 5,733 5,756 5,813

Middle School 2,100 2,474 2,731 2,935 2,999 3,032 3,077

High School 1,353 1,683 1,957 2,095 2,144 2,159 2,190

Air & Corr. 
High School

44 50 40 39 39 39 40

Other School 271 78 41 35 33 33 33

Special School 57 104 129 142 143 144 149

Students

Total 10,071,216 10,078,932 8,560,415 8,386,135 8,369,247 8,324,917 8,202,698

Kindergarten 66,433 414,532 545,263 541,603 545,812 541,550 537,822

Elementary 
School

5,658,002 4,868,520 4,019,991 4,022,801 3,925,043 3,829,998 3,672,207

Middle School 2,471,997 2,275,751 1,860,539 2,010,704 2,075,311 2,063,159 2,038,611

High School 1,696,792 2,283,806 2,071,468 1,762,896 1,775,857 1,841,374 1,906,978

Air & Corr. 
High School

29,379 35,212 13,998 13,085 13,448 14,285 14,255

Other School 139,709 181,140 25,551 11,480 10,382 11,404 9,406

Special School 8,904 19,971 23,605 23,566 23,394 23,147 23,419

Teachers

Total 232,644 343,669 370,434 417,750 427,144 435,725 445,601

Kindergarten 3,339 18,511 28,012 31,033 32,096 33,504 34,601

Elementary 
School

119,064 136,800 140,000 160,143 163,645 167,182 172,190

Middle School 54,858 89,719 92,589 103,835 106,919 107,986 108,700

High School 50,948 92,683 104,351 116,411 117,933 120,211 122,906

Air & Corr. 
High School

- - - - - - -

Other School 3,548 3,199 927 604 581 586 567

Special School 887 2,757 4,555 5,724 5,970 6,256 6,637

Note: Other Schools include civic school, civic high school, trade school, miscellaneous schools, attached school to industrial
firms and special classes by the request of firms. 

Ⅱ. Primary and
Secondary Education
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Schools, Students, and Teachers by Metropolitan Area and  2
Province(2008)

A. Schools
(Unit : school)

Classification Total  Seoul Busan Daegu Incheon Gwangju Daejeon Ulsan

Grand Total 19,646 2,181 997 728 824 525 527 412

Kindergarten 8,344 883 377 295 356 234 237 184

Elementary  
School 
Course

Total 5,814 579 293 211 224 139 137 116

Elementary School 5,813 578 293 211 224 139 137 116

Civic School 1 1 - - - - - -

Middle  
School 
Course

Total 3,089 374 170 123 123 82 86 60

Middle School 3,077 369 170 122 123 81 86 60

Civic High School 4 - - 1 - - - -

Miscellaneous School 8 5 - - - 1 - -

High  
School 
Course

Total 2,250 316 144 91 114 65 63 49

General High School 1,493 225 97 69 80 49 48 36

Vocational H igh School 697 77 43 20 29 13 12 12

Air & Corr. H igh School 40 5 2 1 2 2 2 1

Trade High School 12 6 1 - 2 1 - -

Miscellaneous School 8 3 1 1 1 - 1 -

Attached Schools to Industrial Firms [1] - [1] - - - - -

Special Classes by Request of Industrial Firms [10] [2] - - - - - -

Special School 149 29 13 8 7 5 4 3

Classification Gyeonggi Gangwon Chungbuk Chungnam Jeonbuk Jeonnam Gyeongbuk Gyeongnam Jeju

Grand Total 3,933 1,063 825 1,271 1,278 1,462 1,691 1,637 292

Kindergarten 1,883 410 348 526 512 597 706 686 110

Elementary  
School 
Course

Total 1,094 361 256 430 420 453 497 498 106

Elementary School 1,094 361 256 430 420 453 497 498 106

Civic School - - - - - - - - -

Middle  
School 
Course

Total 547 164 128 191 205 250 282 262 42

Middle School 545 164 128 191 204 250 281 261 42

Civic High School 1 - - - 1 - - 1 -

Miscellaneous School 1 - - - - - 1 - -

High  
School 
Course

Total 383 121 84 119 132 155 199 184 31

General High School 256 67 52 81 75 90 123 127 18

Vocational High School 124 47 30 35 55 63 71 54 12

Air & Corr. High School 3 7 2 2 2 2 4 2 1

Trade High School - - - 1 - - - 1 -

Miscellaneous School - - - - - - 1 - -

Attached Schools to Industrial Firms - - - - - - - - -

Special Classes by Request of Industrial Firms [3] - [1] - [3] [1] - - -

Special School 26 7 9 5 9 7 7 7 3

Note: The figures in brakets are not included in the grand total.
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B. Students

(Unit : person)

Classification Total  Seoul Busan Daegu Incheon Gwangju Daejeon Ulsan

Grand Total 8,202,698 1,456,667 546,758 439,562 469,723 282,200 274,303 216,764

Kindergarten 537,822 82,144 36,833 27,329 31,368 17,091 21,491 16,245

Elementary  
School 
Course

Total 3,672,267 633,546 227,494 189,585 205,781 127,758 120,881 94,111

Elementary School 3,672,207 633,486 227,494 189,585 205,781 127,758 120,881 94,111

Civic School 60 60 - - - - - -

Middle  
School 
Course

Total 2,043,204 368,550 139,913 112,728 118,916 71,449 67,431 54,737

Middle School 2,038,611 365,579 139,913 112,708 118,916 71,092 67,431 54,737

Civic High School 188 - - 20 - - - -

Miscellaneous School 4,405 2,971 - - - 357 - -

High  
School 
Course

Total 1,925,986 367,443 140,781 108,509 112,552 65,016 63,715 51,211

General High School 1,419,486 297,663 99,229 83,399 85,202 48,714 50,889 39,631

Vocational High School 487,492 64,279 39,905 24,228 26,278 15,645 12,149 11,094

Air & Corr. High School 14,255 3,504 890 617 668 636 539 486

Trade High School 1,463 248 418 - 198 21 - -

Miscellaneous School 2,629 1,658 295 265 206 - 138 -

Attached Schools to Industrial Firms 44 - 44 - - - - -

Special Classes by Request of  
Industrial Firms

617 91 - - - - - -

Special School 23,419 4,984 1,737 1,411 1,106 886 785 460

Classification Gyeonggi Gangwon Chungbuk Chungnam Jeonbuk Jeonnam Gyeongbuk Gyeongnam Jeju

Grand Total 1,988,076 241,688 256,724 324,124 314,619 307,140 419,123 562,994 102,233

Kindergarten 136,558 14,422 15,359 21,498 18,834 18,593 31,883 43,158 5,016

Elementary  
School 
Course

Total 920,586 110,747 116,711 150,382 143,293 141,424 187,309 254,368 48,291

Elementary School 920,586 110,747 116,711 150,382 143,293 141,424 187,309 254,368 48,291

Civic School - - - - - - - - -

Middle  
School 
Course

Total 489,057 59,168 64,261 78,437 78,555 75,460 100,475 138,359 25,708

Middle School 488,203 59,168 64,261 78,437 78,526 75,460 100,182 138,290 25,708

Civic High School 70 - - - 29 - - 69 -

Miscellaneous School 784 - - - - - 293 - -

High  
School 
Course

Total 438,162 56,393 59,078 72,877 72,863 70,742 98,063 125,804 22,777

General High School 320,890 30,638 39,492 53,390 47,282 46,695 67,237 94,647 14,488

Vocational High School 115,745 24,858 18,906 18,763 24,936 23,569 29,570 29,751 7,816

Air & Corr. High School 1,387 897 564 645 408 445 1,189 907 473

Trade High School - - - 79 - - - 499 -

Miscellaneous School - - - - - - 67 - -

Attached Schools to Industrial Firms - - - - - - - - -

Special Classes by Request of 
Industrial Firms

140 - 116 - 237 33 - - -

Special School 3,713 958 1,315 930 1,074 921 1,393 1,305 441
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C. Teachers

(Unit : person)

Classification Total  Seoul Busan Daegu Incheon Gwangju Daejeon Ulsan

Grand Total 445,601 76,690 30,612 22,547 24,053 13,776 14,214 10,829

Kindergarten 34,601 5,219 2,544 1,683 1,716 1,086 1,292 952

Elementary  
School 
Course

Total 172,193 28,394 11,089 8,476 9,516 5,306 5,432 4,196

Elementary School 172,190 28,391 11,089 8,476 9,516 5,306 5,432 4,196

Civic School 3 3 - - - - - -

Middle  
School 
Course

Total 108,918 19,176 7,423 5,451 5,404 3,268 3,377 2,587

Middle School 108,700 19,038 7,423 5,449 5,404 3,251 3,377 2,587

Civic High School 9 - - 2 - - - -

Miscellaneous School 209 138 - - - 17 - -

High  
School 
Course

Total 123,252 22,465 9,045 6,544 7,120 3,833 3,918 2,944

General High School 86,500 17,312 5,983 4,930 5,201 2,840 3,042 2,198

Vocational High School 36,406 5,003 2,994 1,596 1,885 991 857 746

Air & Corr. High School - - - - - - - -

Trade High School 107 17 38 - 8 2 - -

Miscellaneous School 232 133 23 18 26 - 19 -

Attached Schools to Industrial Firms 7 - 7 - - - - -

Special Classes by Request of  
Industrial Firms

- - - - - - - -

Special School 6,637 1,436 511 393 297 283 195 150

Classification Gyeonggi Gangwon Chungbuk Chungnam Jeonbuk Jeonnam Gyeongbuk Gyeongnam Jeju

Grand Total 97,731 15,960 14,561 19,900 20,111 21,225 26,214 31,580 5,598

Kindergarten 8,392 1,019 1,034 1,477 1,518 1,411 2,202 2,746 310

Elementary  
School 
Course

Total 37,693 6,401 5,864 8,270 7,866 8,627 10,210 12,488 2,365

Elementary School 37,693 6,401 5,864 8,270 7,866 8,627 10,210 12,488 2,365

Civic School - - - - - - - - -

Middle  
School 
Course

Total 24,288 3,849 3,644 4,762 4,869 5,357 6,574 7,555 1,334

Middle School 24,243 3,849 3,644 4,762 4,869 5,357 6,558 7,555 1,334

Civic High School 7 - - - - - - - -

Miscellaneous School 38 - - - - - 16 - -

High  
School 
Course

Total 26,348 4,346 3,671 5,148 5,590 5,590 6,833 8,423 1,434

General High School 18,646 2,235 2,331 3,612 3,322 3,417 4,528 6,041 862

Vocational High School 7,702 2,111 1,340 1,526 2,268 2,173 2,292 2,350 572

Air & Corr. High School - - - - - - - - -

Trade High School - - - 10 - - - 32 -

Miscellaneous School - - - - - - 13 - -

Attached Schools to Industrial Firms - - - - - - - - -

Special Classes by Request of  
Industrial Firms

- - - - - - - - -

Special School 1,010 345 348 243 268 240 395 368 155
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3 Special Purpose High School by Year

(Unit : school, person)

Classification 1990 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Schools

Science High 
Schools

6 16 18 19 20 21

Foreign Language 
High Schools

- 18 25 29 29 30

Arts High 
Schools

11 22 25 26 27 26

Physical Education 
High Schools

8 12 14 14 15 15

Students

Science High 
Schools

744 3,094 3,340 3,585 3,708 3,898

Foreign Language 
High Schools

- 19,571 19,164 21,687 23,819 25,580

Arts High 
Schools

10,009 16,010 16,448 16,514 16,873 17,009

Physical Education 
High Schools

3,248 3,146 3,592 3,533 3,608 3,519

Teachers

Science High 
Schools

136 501 582 629 675 737

Foreign Language 
High Schools

- 893 1,150 1,337 1,483 1,648

Arts High 
Schools

380 707 870 889 911 913

Physical Education 
High Schools

260 336 404 403 433 442

Note: 1) Numbers are as of April 1, each year.
2) The type of special purpose school is based on Statistical Yearbook of Education.
3) ‘-’ means no data available.
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Special Education by Year 4

(Unit : school, class, person)

Classification 1980 1990 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Special Schools 57 104 129 142 143 144 149 

Classes

Total 788 1,762 2,534 3,073 3,175 3,274 3,484 

Kindergarten Course - 92 242 274 274 267 268 

Elementary School 
Course

639 1,031 1,193 1,321 1,319 1,307 1,348 

Middle School Course 115 399 578 701 739 783 835 

High School Course 34 240 521 679 726 772 857 

Postgraduate Course - - - 98 117 145 176 

Students

Total 8,904 19,971 23,605 23,566 23,394 23,147 23,419 

Kindergarten Course - 719 1,489 1,259 1,192 1,136 1,063 

Elementary School 
Course

7,059 11,169 10,272 8,695 8,143 7,698 7,422 

Middle School Course 1,252 4,917 5,795 6,168 6,233 6,306 6,338 

High School Course 593 3,166 6,049 6,456 6,604 6,561 6,854 

Postgraduate Course - - - 988 1,222 1,446 1,742 

Teachers 887 2,757 4,555 5,724 5,970 6,256 6,637 

Note: ‘-’ means no data available.

Scholastic Ability Test Applicants and Examinees by year 5

(Unit : person)

Classification 1998 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Examiness 854,272 868,366 574,218 570,583 551,884 550,588 

Applicants 885,320 896,122 610,257 593,806 588,890 584,890 

Note: Year means School Year.
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6  Students Studying Abroad by School Level by Year

(Unit : person)

Classification 1995 2000 2005 2006 2007

Elementary 
School

Students 235 705 8,148 13,814 12,341

No. of Students Abroad 
per 10,000 Students

0.6 1.8 20.8 35.2 32.2

Middle 
School

Students 1,200 1,799 6,670 9,246 9,201

No. of Students Abroad 
per 10,000 Students

4.8 9.7 33.2 44.8 44.6

High
School

Students 824 1,893 5,582 6,451 6,126

No. of Students Abroad 
per 10,000 Students

3.8 9.1 31.7 35.0 33.3

Note: 1) Students who went abroad to accompany their parents stationed in foreign countries and those emigrated to foreign 
countries are excluded.

2) Year means academic year.
3) High school includes general high school and vocational high school.
4) Number of students abroad per 10,000 students = (number of students abroad / students enrolled) × 10,000
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Degree of School Computerization by Year 7

(Unit : person)

Classification
Number of 

Students per 
Computer

Num ber of S tudents per Com puter by Regional S ize

Special City City
Small City 
& Rural

Island & 
Remote

1999

Elementary School 14.1 17.9 18.7 7.5 3.7

Middle School 11.3 13.1 15.0 6.0 3.7

General High School 14.5 16.6 14.5 9.5 4.2

Vocational High School 4.1 4.3 4.4 3.6 3.5

2000

Elementary School 14.4 17.1 18.4 8.2 4.9

Middle School 10.6 12.0 13.3 6.2 4.2

General High School 11.7 13.4 11.6 7.8 3.8

Vocational High School 3.6 3.7 3.9 3.1 2.8

2005

Elementary School 7.2 8.4 8.3 4.5 2.6

Middle School 6.1 6.8 7.3 3.5 2.7

General High School 5.6 6.0 6.0 3.7 2.2

Vocational High School 2.1 2.0 2.4 1.9 2.0

2006

Elementary School 6.8 7.9 7.8 4.3 2.3

Middle School 6.1 6.8 7.3 3.4 2.6

General High School 5.6 6.0 6.0 3.7 2.1

Vocational High School 2.1 2.0 2.4 1.8 1.9

2007

Elementary School 6.6 7.5 7.6 4.2 2.5

Middle School 6.1 6.7 7.2 3.5 2.7

General High School 5.9 6.3 6.3 3.8 2.7

Vocational High School 2.1 2.0 2.5 1.9 2.0

2008

Elementary School 6.2 7.0 7.2 4.0 2.4

Middle School 6.0 6.6 7.2 3.4 2.7

General High School 6.1 6.4 6.6 3.9 3.0

Vocational High School 2.1 1.9 2.5 1.9 2.0

Note: 1) Students per Computer = Number of actually enrolled Students / Computers.
2) Number of students per computer by regional size = Number of enrolled students by regional size / Number of 

computers by regional size.
3) The number of computer is calculated from the total number of computers for students for teachers in school.
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8 Rate of teacher quota fullfilled by City and Province(2008)

(Unit : person, %)

Metro.&
Province

Kindergarten Elementary School Middle School

Legal
Quota

Teachers
Recruited

Recruitment
Rate

Legal
Quota

Teachers
Recruited

Recruitment
Rate

Legal
Quota

Teachers
Recruited

Recruitment
Rate

Total 11,191 7,927 70.8 150,903 151,537 100.4 177,360 142,392 80.3

Seoul 557 445 79.9 23,944 24,031 100.4 24,749 20,544 83.0

Busan 218 174 79.8 9,656 9,833 101.8 10,936 8,941 81.8

Daegu 262 182 69.5 7,225 7,472 103.4 7,848 6,382 81.3

Incheon 347 250 72.0 8,354 8,287 99.2 11,637 9,303 79.9

Gwangju 282 202 71.6 4,740 4,830 101.9 3,968 3,172 79.9

Daejeon 189 157 83.1 4,713 4,787 101.6 5,935 4,669 78.7

Ulsan 217 138 63.6 3,737 3,862 103.3 5,466 4,225 77.3

Gyeonggi 2,460 1,716 69.8 33,984 33,586 98.8 43,754 34,346 78.5

Gangwon 643 460 71.5 5,532 5,503 99.5 7,723 6,375 82.5

Chungbuk 618 493 79.8 5,146 5,180 100.7 6,782 5,346 78.8

Chungnam 952 659 69.2 7,094 7,225 101.8 8,603 6,816 79.2

Jeonbuk 908 636 70.0 7,056 7,092 100.5 6,860 5,622 82.0

Jeonnam 1,139 744 65.3 7,550 7,499 99.3 9,139 7,439 81.4

Gyeongbuk 1,138 745 65.5 8,854 8,971 101.3 9,056 7,393 81.6

Gyeongnam 1,054 798 75.7 11,190 11,205 100.1 12,649 9,956 78.7

Jeju 207 128 61.8 2,128 2,174 102.2 2,255 1,863 82.6

Metro.&
Province

Special School Non-Teaching Specialized Staff

Legal
Quota

Teachers
Recruited

Recruitment
Rate

Legal
Quota

Teachers
Recruited

Recruitment
Rate

Total 14,765 8,456 57.3 14,939 11,930 79.9

Seoul 2,380 1,300 54.6 1,600 1,561 97.6

Busan 1,162 750 64.5 909 763 83.9

Daegu 736 392 53.3 661 529 80.0

Incheon 855 525 61.4 782 599 76.6

Gwangju 437 315 72.1 426 343 80.5

Daejeon 535 285 53.3 440 328 74.5

Ulsan 341 166 48.7 410 263 64.1

Gyeonggi 3,073 1,360 44.3 3,133 2,218 70.8

Gangwon 581 520 89.5 734 627 85.4

Chungbuk 508 258 50.8 590 453 76.8

Chungnam 887 580 65.4 922 766 83.1

Jeonbuk 528 335 63.4 825 665 80.6

Jeonnam 695 398 57.3 1,169 712 60.9

Gyeongbuk 690 446 64.6 888 968 109.0

Gyeongnam 1,126 672 59.7 1,187 952 80.2

Jeju 231 154 66.7 263 183 69.6

Note: 1) Survey date is April 1, 2008.
2) Rate of teacher quota fullfilled = (Secured quota / Legal quota) × 100
3) Legal quota refers to the quota based on the legal placement criterion and it applies to public school teachers only.
4) Quota includes non-teaching specialized staff (health teacher, counsellor, and nutritionist), yet excludes health circuit 

teachers who belong to metropolitan and provincial office of education.
Source: Internal data from the Teacher Development Planning Division, Ministry of Education, Science and Technology(2008).
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Schools, Students, and Teachers by Year  1
(Unit : schools, person)

Classification 1980 1990 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Schools

Total 237 265 372 419 412 408 405
Junior College 128 117 158 158 152 148 147
Polytechnic College(Junior College) - - - - - - -
Miscellaneous School(Junior College) - - 1 1 1 1 1
Cyber College & University(Junior College) - - - 2 2 2 2
College in the Company(Junior College) - - - - - 1 1
University 85 107 161 173 175 175 174
Univ. of Education 11 11 11 11 11 11 10
Industrial University - 6 19 18 14 14 13
Polytechnic College(College) - - 1 1 1 1 1
Air & Corr. University(College) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Miscellaneous School(College) 12 23 3 4 3 2 2
Cyber College & University(College) - - - 15 15 15 15
College in the Company - - - 1 1 1 1
Independent Graduate School - - 17 34 36 36 37
Graduate School (121) (303) (812) (1,017) (1,015) (1,006) (1,018)

Students

Total 647,505 1,691,681 3,363,549 3,548,728 3,545,774 3,558,711 3,562,844
Junior College 165,051 323,825 913,273 853,089 817,994 795,519 771,854
Polytechnic College(Junior College) - - 50 87 65 43 39
Miscellaneous School(Junior College) - - 1,074 54 39 53 65
Cyber College & University(Junior College) - - - 3,304 3,600 4,769 4,755
College in the Company(Junior College) - - - 30 - 39 69
University 402,979 1,040,166 1,665,398 1,859,639 1,888,436 1,919,504 1,943,437
Univ. of Education 9,425 15,960 20,907 25,141 25,881 25,834 24,116
Industrial University - 51,970 170,622 188,753 180,435 169,862 161,876
Polytechnic College(College) - - 50 102 130 139 132
Air & Corr. University(College) 32,053 148,650 360,051 282,023 273,417 272,763 272,550
Miscellaneous School(College) 4,058 23,947 2,687 1,094 1,027 1,061 1,214
Cyber College & University(College) - - - 53,156 64,658 72,454 81,229
College in the Company - - - 31 63 95 96
Independent Graduate School - - 2,164 3,601 4,832 5,361 6,009
Graduate School 33,939 87,163 227,273 278,624 285,197 291,215 295,403

Teachers

Total 20,662 42,911 57,632 66,862 69,201 70,957 73,072
Junior College 5,488 7,382 11,707 12,027 11,857 11,685 12,100
Polytechnic College(Junior College) - - - - - - -
Miscellaneous School(Junior College) - - 6 5 4 4 4
Cyber College & University(Junior College) - - - 21 18 21 23
College in the Company(Junior College) - - - - - 3 7
University 14,458 33,340 41,943 49,200 51,859 52,763 54,331
Univ. of Education 564 694 698 798 857 855 812
Industrial University - 855 2,390 2,658 2,117 2,190 2,137
Polytechnic College(College) - - - - - - -
Air & Corr. University(College) - 136 113 131 134 136 137
Miscellaneous School(College) 152 504 46 28 18 18 19
Cyber College & University(College) - - - 321 347 386 404
College in the Company - - - - - 1 1
Independent Graduate School - - 194 379 403 479 561
Graduate School - - 535 1,294 1,587 2,416 2,536

Note: 1) The Figures in parentheses are not included in the grand total.
2) Assistants are not included in the teaching faculty members until 2000.
3) The number of teachers in the graduate schools established in universities by 1999 is included in ‘University’.
4) In polytechnic college, junior college course and university course are established in the same college; their numbers 

are included in the university course.
5) In college in the company, junior college course and university course are established in the same college in 2005; the 

number of colleges is included in ‘University’. The junior college and university courses went separate ways from 2006.

Ⅲ. Higher Education
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2 Schools, Students, and Teachers by Metropolitan Area and Province

A. Schools

(Unit : school)

Classification Total  Seoul Busan Daegu Incheon Gwangju Daejeon Ulsan

Grand Total 405 77 23 12 10 16 18 3

Junior  
College  
Course

Total 151 10 9 8 4 7 5 2

Polytechnic College(Junior College) 147 10 9 7 4 7 5 2

Miscellaneous School(Junior College) - - - - - - - -

Cyber College & University(Junior  College) 1 - - - - - - -

College in the Company(Junior College) 2 - - 1 - - - -

University 1 - - - - - - -

Under-  
graduate  
Course

Total 217 49 14 4 5 9 11 1

Industrial University 174 37 12 3 4 8 8 1

Polytechnic College(College) 10 1 1 1 1 1 - -

Air & Corr. University(College) 13 1 - - - - 2 -

Miscellaneous School(College) 1 1 - - - - - -

Cyber College & University(College) 1 1 - - - - - -

College in the Company 2 - - - - - 1 -

Independent Graduate School 15 8 1 - - - - -

Graduate School 1 - - - - - - -

Graduate  
School

Total
37

(1,018)
18

(326)
-

(67)
-

(35)
1

(22)
-

(38)
2

(52)
-

(6)

Independent Graduate School 37 18 - - 1 - 2 -

Graduate School (1,018) (326) (67) (35) (22) (38) (52) (6)

Classification Gyeonggi Gangwon Chungbuk Chungnam Jeonbuk Jeonnam Gyeongbuk Gyeongnam Jeju

Grand Total 80 18 15 26 22 21 39 20 5

Junior  
College  
Course

Total 35 9 5 7 9 10 17 11 3

Polytechnic College(Junior College) 33 9 5 7 9 10 17 10 3

Miscellaneous School(Junior College) - - - - - - - - -

Cyber College & University(Junior  College) 1 - - - - - - - -

College in the Company(Junior College) 1 - - - - - - - -

University - - - - - - - 1 -

Under-  
graduate  
Course

Total 33 9 10 17 12 11 21 9 2

Industrial University 27 8 8 13 9 9 18 7 2

Polytechnic College(College) - 1 1 1 1 - - 1 -

Air & Corr. University(College) 2 - 1 2 1 2 1 1 -

Miscellaneous School(College) - - - - - - - - -

Cyber College & University(College) - - - - - - - - -

College in the Company - - - 1 - - - - -

Independent Graduate School 3 - - - 1 - 2 - -

Graduate School 1 - - - - - - - -

Graduate  
School

Total
12

(152)
-

(40)
-

(32)
2

(61)
1

(48)
-

(27)
1

(66)
-

(37)
-

(9)

Independent Graduate School 12 - - 2 1 - 1 - -

Graduate School (152) (40) (32) (61) (48) (27) (66) (37) (9)

Note: 1) The Figures in parentheses are not included in the grand total.
2) Polytechnic College has junior college course and undergraduate course.
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B. Students

(Unit : person)

Classification Total  Seoul Busan Daegu Incheon Gwangju Daejeon Ulsan

Grand Total 3,562,844 985,149 288,526 139,289 84,763 128,121 160,836 34,403

Junior  
College  
Course

Total 776,782 65,979 60,014 60,436 33,130 30,912 34,162 11,882

Junior College 771,854 65,940 60,014 58,117 33,130 30,912 34,162 11,882

Polytechnic College 39 39 - - - - - -

Miscellaneous School 65 - - - - - - -

Cyber College & University 4,755 - - 2,319 - - - -

College in the Company 69 - - - - - - -

Under-
graduate  
Course

Total 2,484,650 787,463 208,949 66,450 45,045 85,665 113,263 20,031

University 1,943,437 440,846 196,441 64,033 42,910 81,218 88,924 20,031

Univ. of Education 24,116 2,345 2,485 2,417 2,135 2,082 - -

Industrial University 161,876 18,064 7,726 - - 2,365 23,934 -

Polytechnic College 132 132 - - - - - -

Air & Corr. University 272,550 272,550 - - - - - -

Miscellaneous School 1,214 - - - - - 405 -

Cyber College & University 81,229 53,526 2,297 - - - - -

College in the Company 96 - - - - - - -

Graduate
School

Total 301,412 131,707 19,563 12,403 6,588 11,544 13,411 2,490

Independent Graduate School 6,009 3,058 - - 153 - 569 -

Graduate School 295,403 128,649 19,563 12,403 6,435 11,544 12,842 2,490

Classification Gyeonggi Gangwon Chungbuk Chungnam Jeonbuk Jeonnam Gyeongbuk Gyeongnam Jeju

Grand Total 552,711 136,295 136,103 244,731 148,611 94,973 249,890 146,934 31,509

Junior  
College  
Course

Total 231,130 23,291 23,422 30,658 27,326 35,521 58,087 38,741 12,091

Junior College 228,629 23,291 23,422 30,658 27,326 35,521 58,087 38,672 12,091

Polytechnic College - - - - - - - - -

Miscellaneous School 65 - - - - - - - -

Cyber College & University 2,436 - - - - - - - -

College in the Company - - - - - - - 69 -

Under-
graduate  
Course

Total 289,547 105,215 102,016 201,609 110,168 55,381 178,544 98,142 17,162

University 250,395 95,734 87,220 174,586 94,823 48,740 159,512 81,534 16,490

Univ. of Education 1,841 2,149 1,850 2,261 1,764 - - 2,116 671

Industrial University 18,924 7,332 12,946 23,968 10,218 6,641 15,265 14,492 1

Polytechnic College - - - - - - - - -

Air & Corr. University - - - - - - - - -

Miscellaneous School 15 - - 794 - - - - -

Cyber College & University 18,276 - - - 3,363 - 3,767 - -

College in the Company 96 - - - - - - - -

Graduate
School

Total 32,034 7,789 10,665 12,464 11,117 4,071 13,259 10,051 2,256

Independent Graduate School 1,574 - - 464 83 - 108 - -

Graduate School 30,460 7,789 10,665 12,000 11,034 4,071 13,151 10,051 2,256
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C. Teachers

(Unit : person)

Classification Total  Seoul Busan Daegu Incheon Gwangju Daejeon Ulsan

Grand Total 73,072 17,756 6,113 2,903 1,946 3,055 3,506 1,145

Junior  
College  
Course

Total 12,134 1,013 831 857 450 540 502 190

Junior College 12,100 1,013 831 844 450 540 502 190

Polytechnic College - - - - - - - -

Miscellaneous School 4 - - - - - - -

Cyber College & University 23 - - 13 - - - -

College in the Company 7 - - - - - - -

Under-
graduate  
Course

Total 57,841 14,870 5,191 2,001 1,444 2,459 2,879 947

University 54,331 14,122 5,092 1,912 1,317 2,385 2,463 947

Univ. of Education 812 92 83 89 127 74 - -

Industrial University 2,137 271 - - - - 404 -

Polytechnic College - - - - - - - -

Air & Corr. University 137 137 - - - - - -

Miscellaneous School 19 - - - - - 12 -

Cyber College & University 404 248 16 - - - - -

College in the Company 1 - - - - - - -

Graduate
School

Total 3,097 1,873 91 45 52 56 125 8

Independent Graduate School 561 261 - - 14 - 63 -

Graduate School 2,536 1,612 91 45 38 56 62 8

C la ss ific a tio n Gyeonggi Gangwon Chungbuk Chungnam Jeonbuk Jeonnam Gyeongbuk Gyeongnam Jeju

Grand Total 10,526 3,782 3,021 5,059 3,462 2,162 4,825 2,993 818

Junior  
College  
Course

Total 3,319 429 411 504 448 705 1,116 585 234

Junior College 3,305 429 411 504 448 705 1,116 578 234

Polytechnic College - - - - - - - - -

Miscellaneous School 4 - - - - - - - -

Cyber College & University 10 - - - - - - - -

College in the Company - - - - - - - 7 -

Under-
graduate  
Course

Total 6,766 3,341 2,603 4,472 2,776 1,457 3,664 2,400 571

University 6,391 3,271 2,250 4,043 2,581 1,325 3,496 2,165 571

Univ. of Education - 70 67 83 56 - - 71 -

Industrial University 281 - 286 339 118 132 142 164 -

Polytechnic College - - - - - - - - -

Air & Corr. University - - - - - - - - -

Miscellaneous School - - - 7 - - - - -

Cyber College & University 93 - - - 21 - 26 - -

College in the Company 1 - - - - - - - -

Graduate
School

Total 441 12 7 83 238 - 45 8 13

Independent Graduate School 177 - - 28 10 - 8 - -

Graduate School 264 12 7 55 228 - 37 8 13

Note: There are no full-time clerical staffs in "polytechnic College".
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Faculty of Higher Education Institutions by Field of Study(2008)  3

(Unit : person)

Classification Humanities
Social 

Sciences
Natural
Sciences

Medical 
Science & 
Pharmacy

Arts & 
Physical 

Education
Education

Grand Total
Full-time 11,089 12,551 27,294 12,389 6,289 3,460

Part-time 5,832 7,727 　14,215 6,070 4,055 1,453

University
Full-time 8,484 9,421 19,688 10,209 4,241 2,288

Part-time 　3,907 4,422 8,131 4,775 2,278 959

Graduate 
Schools

Full-time 629 632 661 901 190 84

Part-time 379 853 1,509 184 214 112

Univ. of 
Education

Full-time 115 46 142 - 133 376

Part-time 34 3 14 - 8 7

Industrial 
University

Full-time 267 291 1,247 80 205 47

Part-time 262 267 872 37 214 21

Polytechnic 
College

Full-time - - - - - -

Part-time 1 9 14 - - -

Air & Corr. 
University

Full-time 43 39 29 10 - 16

Part-time 9 12 6 1 　- 1

Junior 
College

Full-time 1,423 1,918 5,473 1,185 1,474 627

Part-time 1,168 2,058 3,611 1,063 1,307 348

Miscellaneous 
School

Full-time 19 3 - - 1 -

Part-time - - - - - -

Cyber College 
& University

Full-time 108 200 48 4 45 22

Part-time 69 100 27 10 33 4

College in the 
Company

Full-time 1 1 6 - - -

Part-time 3 3 31 - 1 1

Note: 1) Part-time Teachers are not included in the total number of teachers.
2) Humanities include foreign language and literature study and liberal arts.
3) Natural Sciences include basic sciences, engineering, domestic science, and studies in agriculture and forestry, fishery, 

and oceanography.
4) Medical science and pharmacy include medicine and pharmacology.
5) Arts and physical education include assorted arts and physical education.
6) There are no full-time clerical staffs in "polytechnic College".
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4 Number of Students in Higher Education Institutions by Field of Study(2008)

A. Colleges and Universities

(Unit : person)

Classification Humanities
Social 

Sciences
 Education Engineering

Natural 
Sciences

Medical 
Sciences &  
Pharmacy

Arts &  
Physical 

Education

Grand Total

Total 393,262 938,797 195,243 854,333 333,054 180,934 365,809

National 121,682 165,550 100,793 204,710 120,752 23,959 33,595

Public 3,019 12,628 634 19,136 4,737 778 4,449

Private 268,561 760,619 93,816 630,487 207,565 156,197 327,765

University

Total 255,230 584,245 84,240 513,188 235,234 68,908 202,392

National 36,469 81,323 24,044 137,316 80,373 8,697 20,545

Public 1,913 8,479 - 8,037 3,109 - 1,370

Private 216,848 494,443 60,196 367,835 151,752 60,211 180,477

Univ. of Education National - - 24,116 - - - -

Industrial University

Total 8,180 40,672 713 75,812 16,448 2,693 17,358

National 3,816 10,053 143 49,325 12,033 559 5,450

Private 4,364 30,619 570 26,487 4,415 2,134 11,908

Polytechnic College
(Junior College)

Private - - - 39 - - -

Polytechnic College
(College)

Private - 53 - 79 - - -

Air & Corr. 
University

National 81,292 73,707 52,367 15,486 28,023 14,413 7,262

Junior College

Total 29,462 191,694 30,097 243,194 53,115 93,327 130,965

National 105 467 123 2,583 323 290 338

Public 1,106 4,149 634 11,099 1,628 778 3,079

Private 28,251 187,078 29,340 229,512 51,164 92,259 127,548

MiscellaneousSchool
(Junior College)

Private 65 - - - - - -

MiscellaneousSchool
(College)

Private 675 481 - - - - 58

Cyber College & University
(Junior College)

Private 115 3,673 329 356 87 - 195

Cyber College &  
University (College)

Private 18,243 44,272 3,381 6,014 147 1,593 7,579

College in the Company
(Junior College)

Private - - - 69 - - -

College in the  
Company(College)

Private - - - 96 - - -

Note: The system of field of study is based on the "2004 classification of academic subjects & programs" (KEDI, 2004).
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B. Graduate Schools

(Unit : person)

Classification Total Master’s Degree Doctor’s Degree

Grand Total

Total 301,412 252,010 49,402

National 85,306 70,417 14,889

Public 4,378 3,711 667

Private 211,728 177,882 33,846

Humanities

Total 40,195 33,559 6,636

National 5,801 4,328 1,473

Public 191 164 27

Private 34,203 29,067 5,136

Social Sciences

Total 76,575 66,173 10,402

National 15,106 12,721 2,385

Public 1,568 1,348 220

Private 59,901 52,104 7,797

Education

Total 64,278 60,693 3,585

National 25,953 24,297 1,656

Public 697 661 36

Private 37,628 35,735 1,893

Engineering

Total 45,926 35,457 10,469

National 16,102 12,593 3,509

Public 1,338 1,078 260

Private 28,486 21,786 6,700

Natural Sciences

Total 24,513 16,915 7,598

National 10,562 7,493 3,069

Public 419 324 95

Private 13,532 9,098 4,434

Medical Sciences
& Pharmacy

Total 27,350 20,163 7,187

National 8,600 6,461 2,139

Public - - -

Private 18,750 13,702 5,048

Arts & Physical 
Education

Total 22,575 19,050 3,525

National 3,182 2,524 658

Public 165 136 29

Private 19,228 16,390 2,838

Note: The system of field of study is based on the "2004 classification of academic subjects & programs" (KEDI, 2004).



28 2008 BRIEF STATISTICS ON KOREAN EDUCATION

5 Employment Rate of the Graduates of Higher Education Institutions 
by Year

(Unit : person, %)

Classification Graduates Employed Permanent

2004

Total 527,876 317,593(66.8) 263,763(55.5)

Junior College 226,886 160,906(77.2) 135,051(64.8)

Univ. of Education 7,381 6,738(92.0) 6,485(88.5)

University 267,058 132,199(56.4) 107,362(45.8)

Industrial University 26,221 17,644(70.8) 14,794(59.4)

Miscellaneous School 330 106(39.6) 71(26.5)

General Graduate Schools - - -

2005

Total 530,417 357,093(74.1) 272,482(56.5)

Junior College 228,336 177,919(83.7) 138,707(65.2)

Univ. of Education 5,595 4,881(87.8) 4,699(84.5)

University 268,833 154,542(65.0) 113,227(47.6)

Industrial University 27,397 19,652(75.3) 15,806(60.6)

Miscellaneous School 256 99(47.1) 43(20.5)

General Graduate Schools - - -

2006

Total 561,203 389,157(75.8) 299,804(58.4)

Junior College 222,973 177,364(84.2) 141,464(67.1)

Univ. of Education 6,129 5,432(89.2) 5,162(84.8)

University 270,546 162,174(67.3) 118,491(49.2)

Industrial University 26,398 19,432(76.9) 15,722(62.2)

Miscellaneous School 282 91(46.7) 49(25.1)

General Graduate Schools 34,875 24,664(81.9) 18,916(62.8)

2007

Total 560,632 390,180(76.1) 290,907(56.8)

Junior College 215,040 173,804(85.2) 132,783(65.1)

Univ. of Education 5,929 4,109(70.6) 3,680(63.3)

University 277,858 168,254(68.0) 120,618(48.7)

Industrial University 26,490 19,714(77.8) 15,701(61.9)

Miscellaneous School 282 109(45.2) 48(19.9)

General Graduate Schools 35,033 24,19081.7) 18,077(61.0)

2008

Total 558,964 387,487(76.7) 283,610(56.1)

Junior College 207,741 167,526(85.6) 126,286(64.5)

Univ. of Education 6,963 4,942(72.3) 4,574(66.9)

University 282,670 170,878(68.9) 119,079(48.0)

Industrial University 25,227 19,133(79.8) 15,144(63.1)

Miscellaneous School 259 173(73.0) 125(52.7)

General Graduate Schools 36,104 24,835(81.6) 18,402(60.5)

Note: 1) Employment statistics of graduates of higher education institutions have been surveyed since 2004.
2) Employment statistics of university graduates have been surveyed since 2006.
3) Temporary employment includes those who work for over one month and less than one year, workers in service contract, 

university assistants, and part-time teachers.
4) Temporary part-time employment refers to part-time workers and workers hired on a daily basis, who work longer than 

18 hours.
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(Unit : person, %)

Classification
Temporary

Self-
EmployedTotal Temporary 

Full-Time
Part-
Time

Unpaid Family 
Workers

2004

Total 46,616 (9.8) 46,616 (9.8) - - 7,214(1.5)

Junior College 23,228(11.1) 23,228(11.1) - - 2,627(1.3)

Univ. of Education 253 (3.5) 253 (3.5) - - -

University 21,111 (9.0) 21,111 (9.0) - - 3,726(1.6)

Industrial University 1,994 (8.0) 1994 (8.0) - - 856(3.4)

Miscellaneous School 30(11.2) 30(11.2) - - 5(1.9)

General Graduate Schools - - - - -

2005

Total 76,082(15.8) 76,082(15.8) - - 8,529(1.8)

Junior College 36,330(17.1) 36,330(17.1) - - 2,882(1.4)

Univ. of Education 182 (3.3) 182 (3.3) - - -

University 36,606(15.4) 36,606(15.4) - - 4,709(2.0)

Industrial University 2,909(11.2) 2,909(11.2) - - 937(3.6)

Miscellaneous School 55(26.2) 55(26.2) - - 1(0.5)

General Graduate Schools - - - - -

2006

Total 80,679(15.7) 57,204(11.1) 23,475 (4.6) - 8,674(1.7)

Junior College 32,799(15.6) 23,490(11.1) 9,309 (4.4) - 3,101(1.5)

Univ. of Education 270 (4.4) 254 (4.2) 16 (0.3) - -

University 40,183(16.7) 27,647(11.5) 12,536 (5.2) - 3,500(1.5)

Industrial University 2,939(11.6) 2,357 (9.3) 582 (2.3) - 771(3.0)

Miscellaneous School 40(20.5) 4 (2.1) 36(18.5) - 2(1.0)

General Graduate Schools 4,448(14.8) 3,452(11.5) 996 (3.3) - 1,300(4.3)

2007

Total 90,470(17.7) 60,749(11.9) 26,633 (5.2) 3,088(0.6) 8,803(1.7)

Junior College 37,678(18.5) 25,248(12.4) 11,584 (5.7) 846(0.4) 3,343(1.6)

Univ. of Education 429 (7.4) 417 (7.2) 12 (0.2) - -

University 44,333(17.9) 28,644(11.6) 13,608 (5.5) 2,081(0.8) 3,303(1.3)

Industrial University 3,299(13.0) 2,425 (9.6) 737 (2.9) 137(0.5) 714(2.8)

Miscellaneous School 57(23.7) 57(23.7) - - 4(1.7)

General Graduate Schools 4,674(15.8) 3,958(13.4) 692 (2.3) 24(0.1) 1,439(4.9)

2008

Total 94,824(18.8) 59,836(11.8) 31,025 (6.1) 3,963(0.8) 9,053(1.8)

Junior College 37,372(19.1) 23,290(11.9) 12,888 (6.6) 1,194(0.6) 3,868(2.0)

Univ. of Education 366 (5.4) 221 (3.2) 145 (2.1) - 2(0.0)

University 48,690(19.6) 29,686(12.0) 16,413 (6.6) 2,591(1.0) 3,109(1.3)

Industrial University 3,231(13.5) 2,374 (9.9) 715 (3.0) 142(0.6) 758(3.2)

Miscellaneous School 45(19.0) 43(18.1) - 2(0.8) 3(1.3)

General Graduate Schools 5,120(16.8) 4,222(13.9) 864 (2.8) 34(0.1) 1,313(4.3)

5) Unpaid family employment refers to those who work over 18 hours without wage for an employer, who is a 
residence-sharing family member or a relative.

6) Temporary employment has been further classified since 2006.
7) Graduates of The Academy of Korean Studies(54person) are not included Graduates of General Graduate Schools.
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6 Changes in Admission Rate by Year

(Unit : person, %)

Classification 2005 2006 2007 2008

Higher 
Education 
Institution

Admission Quota 838,582 800,920 787,035 788,806 

No. of the Newly Admitted 715,638 715,474 722,033 717,610

Admission Rate 85.3 89.3 91.7 91.0 

University

Admission Quota 323,537 321,107 317,882 321,752

No. of the Newly Admitted 308,650 313,684 319,882 313,505

Admission Rate 95.4 97.7 99.1 97.4

Industrial 
University

Admission Quota 29,899 21,587 21,309 21,283

No. of the Newly Admitted 26,359 20,334 20,264 20,211

Admission Rate 88.2 94.2 95.1 95.0 

Junior
College

Admission Quota 266,090 247,604 238,069 233,729 

No. of the Newly Admitted 218,783 219,354 219,464 214,690 

Admission Rate 82.2 88.6 92.2 91.9

Note: 1) Admission rate = (Number of the newly admitted students / Admission quota) × 100
2) There are no relevant data for 1980, 1990, and 2000.

7 Degrees Awarded by Year

(Unit : person)

Classification 1980 1990 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Graduate 
School
Total

Total 5,552 22,269 53,379 77,041 78,743 79,174 82,239 

Master’s Degree 
Course

5,028 19,788 47,226 68,439 69,834 70,092 72,893 

Doctor’s Degree 524 2,481 6,153 8,602 8,909 9,082 9,346 

General 
Graduate 
Schools

Total 3,864 14,663 31,559 36,098 34,875 35,033 36,104 

Master’s Degree 
Course

3,340 12,182 25,407 27,654 26,223 26,276 27,177 

Doctor’s Degree 524 2,481 6,152 8,444 8,652 8,757 8,927 

Professional/ 
Special 
Graduate 
Schools

Total 1,688 7,606 21,820 40,943 43,868 44,141 46,135 

Master’s Degree 
Course

1,688 7,606 21,819 40,785 43,611 43,816 45,716 

Doctor’s Degree - - 1 158 257 325 419 

Note: 1) The number of degrees awarded is sum of those awarded in August of the preceding year and February of the year 
at hand.

2) There are no doctoral courses in professional special graduate schools in 1980 and 1990.
3) The number of Academy of Korean Studies(54 person) are not included degrees awarded.
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Students Studying Abroad by Year 8

(Unit : person)

Year Korean Students Studying Abroad Foreign Students Studying in Korea

1980 - 1,015 

1990 - 2,237 

2000 - 3,963 

2003 159,903 7,962 

2004 187,683 11,121 

2005 192,254 15,577 

2006 190,364 22,624 

2007 217,959 32,056 

2008 216,867 40,585

Note: The number of Korean students studying abroad for year 2003 is based on the figure in June, and afterward, it is based 
on the figure on April 1st.

Source: 1) The number of Korean students studying abroad: MEST & National Institute of International Education, 2008 Survey 
of Korean Students Studying Abroad.

  2) The number of foreign students studying in Korea: MEST & KEDI, Statistical Yearbook of Education(for each year). 
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9 Changes in the Number of Foreign Teachers in Higher Education Institutions
by Year

(Unit : person, %)

Year
Total Foreign Faculty
(Foreign Faculty Rate)

University
Industrial 
University

Junior
College

1980
299
(1.4)

274 - 16

1990
402
(1.0)

379 - 23

2000
1,373
(2.4)

1,021 87 239

2005
2,131
(3.2)

1,671 96 320

2006
2,540
(3.7)

2,025 80 386

2007
2,919
(4.1)

2,319 93 456

2008
3,432
(4.7)

2,665 119 598

Note: 1) Foreign faculty rate = (Number of foreign faculty / total number of faculty) × 100
2) The number of total faculty is that of president, dean, and full-time faculty of the entire higher education institutions.
3) The number of foreign faculty is that of the president, dean, and full-time faculty of foreign nationality in the entire 

higher education institutions.
4) The number of faculty for university and industrial university includes that of the faculty in the graduate schools attached 

to university.

10 Changes in the Number of Students per Full-time Faculty Member
by Year

(Unit : person)

Year University Industrial University Junior College

1980 24.1 - 25.8

1990 33.6 45.4 32.4

2000 31.8 48.8 51.2

2005 29.5 44.4 44.1

2006 28.6 53.0 44.5

2007 28.3 49.4 44.5

2008 27.7 48.8 41.6

Note: 1) The number of students per full-time faculty member = Number of students/Total number of faculty (president & dean 
＋full-time faculty).

2) Figures for university and industrial university include the number of full-time faculty and students in graduate schools 
attached to university. But the number of students in graduate schools attached to university, which is included in the 
number of students in industrial university in 1990, is the number of enrolled students.
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Lifelong Education Institutions 1

(Unit : institute, person)

Classification Institutions Programs
Number of  
Students

Number of  
Instructors

Clerical
Staffs

2007

Grand Total 2,221 100,989 10,124,305 68,221 7,214

Lifelong Education  
Institution Attached  
to School

Lifelong Education Institution  
Attached to Primary and  
Secondary School

9 34 1,222 122 18

Lifelong Education Center  
Attached to Univ.

375 18,318 523,439 15,716 1,259

Total 384 18,352 524,661 15,838 1,277

Lifelong Education  
Institution Attached  
to Company

Cultural Programs Offered by  
Retailers

181 33,814 443,605 17,773 429

Attached to Companies 26 3,779 441,666 1,298 83

Total 207 37,593 885,271 19,071 512

Attached to Mass Media 78 4,149 96,184 2,317 206

Knowledge & HRD 570 12,565 170,418 11,117 1,554

Attached to NGOs 166 2,651 64,973 2,998 333

Cyber Lifelong Education Institution 502 14,571 7,964,106 10,511 2,422

Lifelong Learning Center 314 11,108 418,692 6,369 910

2008

Grand Total 2,620 107,349 11,403,373 55,292 10,046

Lifelong Education  
Institution Attached  
to School

Lifelong Education Institution  
Attached to Primary and  
Secondary School

12 91 6,236 119 46

Lifelong Education Center  
Attached to Univ.

378 19,416 615,923 13,351 1,523

Total 390 19,507 622,159 13,470 1,569

Lifelong Education  
Institution Attached  
to Company

Cultural Programs Offered by  
Retailers

205 28,361 873,754 12,903 515

Attached to Companies 39 2,422 221,536 2,192 127

Total 244 30,783 1,095,290 15,095 642

Attached to Mass Media 92 2,524 113,747 1,197 255

Knowledge & HRD 681 11,689 562,005 8,710 2,256

Attached to NGOs 244 2,742 109,582 2,825 532

Cyber Lifelong Education Institution 611 29,083 8,425,854 7,817 3,415

Lifelong Learning Center 358[25] 11,021 474,736 6,178 1,377

Note: 1) [ ] represents the lifelong education institution double counted as lifelong learning center, including neither the number 
of lifelong learning center, nor the total number.

2) The number of programs is sum of the programs longer than one month and those less than one month.
3) The number of instructors is inclusive of full-time and part-time instructors for 2007; and for 2008, it is sum of two 

separate groups, i.e., those who have worked over one year and those under one year.
4) The number of programs and learners applies for one year(May 2, 2006~May 1, 2007 and May 2, 2007~May 1, 2008) 

and those who took more than one programs are counted as additional learners for each program.
Source: Statistics of Lifelong Education DataBase(2007), Statistics of Lifelong Educaton(2008), MEST & KEDI

Ⅳ. Lifelong Education
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2 Participation Rate in Lifelong Learning and
Annual Expense for Lifelong Learning per Learner

(Unit : %, 10 thousand won)

Classification
% of Participation in 

Lifelong Learning

Annual Expense for 
Lifelong Learning per 

Learner

2007

Total 29.8 142.8

Sex
Male 28.9 181.2

Female 30.7 106.5

Age

25-34 36.3 299.4

35-44 29.2 59.2

45-54 26.5 68.4

55-64 23.9 34.5

Education

Below Middle School 16.8 10.7

High School 24.5 162.3

Over College 39.4 148

2008

Total 26.4 101.0

Sex
Male 24.4 121.1

Female 28.4 83.7

Age

25-34 32.7 189.2

35-44 27.5 65.8

45-54 21.3 51.0

55-64 20.8 18.4

Education

Below Middle School 14.9 8.7

High School 22.1 116.1

Over College 34.3 105.0

Note: 1) Participation rate in lifelong learning includes the rate for formal and non-fomal education.
2) Base of the participation rate in lifelong learning: all participants.
3) Lifelong learning expense per learner is the sum of expense for 'formal education' and 'non-formal education'.
4) Expense Base: participants in formal and non-formal education.
5) Expense means the amount paid by the learner besides the grant.

Source: Life-long Learning in Korean Adult(pertinent year), MEST & KEDI
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Credit Bank System and Baccalaureate Awarded to the Self-Educated 3

A. Degrees Awarded Through Credit Bank System
(Unit : person)

Classification Total MEST Dean of College

2000
First Period 650 650 -

Second Period 370 370 -

2001
First Period 1,754 1,729 25

Second Period 756 730 26

2002
First Period 3,311 3,280 31

Second Period 1,290 1,170 120

2003
First Period 5,904 5,686 218

Second Period 2,345 2,114 231

2004
First Period 6,616 6,216 400

Second Period 2,908 2,541 367

2005
First Period 8,386 7,732 654

Second Period 5,509 5,010 499

2006
First Period 12,256 11,299 957

Second Period 6,837 6,241 596

2007
First Period 17,907 16,801 1,106

Second Period 10,102 9,400 702

2008 First Period 21,220 19,696 1,524

Source: Statistics of Lifelong Education(pertinent year), MEST & KEDI

B. Baccalaureate Awarded to the Self-Educated
(Unit : person)

Classification Applicants Examiners
Successful 
Applicants

2007

Total 13,333 10,446 8,344

Recognition Exam, 
for Foundation Courses

4,318 3,366 2,978

Recognition Exam, 
for Liveral Arts Courses

4,829 3,660 2,765

Recognition Exam, 
for Advanced Courses

2,535 2,054 1,893

Bachelor’s Degree Exam, 
for the Self- Educated

1,651 1,366 708

2008

Total 16,567 12,189 9,493

Recognition Exam, 
for Foundation Courses

6,938 5,082 4,136

Recognition Exam, 
for Liveral Arts Courses

5,578 3,899 2,889

Recognition Exam, 
for Advanced Courses

2,445 1,924 1,690

Bachelor’s Degree Exam, 
for the Self- Educated

1,606 1,284 778

Source: Statistics of Lifelong Education(pertinent year), MEST & KEDI
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1 Number of Students per Teacher, Number of Students per Class,
and Teacher’s Net Teaching Hours by Year

(Unit : person, hour, (rank/countries))

Classification

Students per Teachers Students per classes
Teacher working time over  

the school year

Elementary  
School

M iddle  
School

High School
Elementary  

School
Middle  
School

Net teaching hours

Elementary  
School

Middle  
School

General
H igh School

2000
KOREA 32.1 21.5 20.9 36.5 38.5 829 565 545

OECD 17.7 15.0 13.9 21.9 23.6 792 720 648

2001
KOREA 32.1 21.0 19.3 36.3 37.7 828 553 519

OECD 17.0 14.5 13.8 22.0 24.0 792 714 656

2002
KOREA 31.4 20.7 16.5 35.7 37.1 811 554 531

OECD 16.6 14.4 13.1 21.8 23.7 803 717 674

2003
KOREA 30.2 19.9 16.0 34.7 35.2 809 560 544

OECD 16.5 14.3 13.0 21.6 23.9 795 701 661

2004
KOREA 29.1 20.4 15.9 33.6 35.5 828 565 550

OECD 16.9 13.7 12.7 21.4 24.1 805 704 663

2005
KOREA 28.0 20.8 16.0 32.6 35.7 810 570 553

OECD 16.7 13.7 13.0 21.5 24.1 803 707 664

2006
KOREA 26.7 20.8 15.9 31.6 35.8 802 548 552

OECD 16.2 13.3 12.6 21.5 24.0 812 717 667

Note: 1) Since net teaching hours differ from one country to another, a 60-minute unit is calculated as one hour here.
2) Teaching hours refer to classroom instruction for curricular subjects only, excluding lesson preparation, research activities, 

and student guidance.
Source: OECD(pertinent year), Education at a Glance: OECD Indicators.

Ⅴ. International Comparison
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Public Expenditure in Education as the Percentage of GDP by Year 2

(Unit : amount computed based on PPP of US$ (rank/countries))

Classification

All Levels of Education
Combined

Primary, Secondary and  
Post-Secondary Non-Tertiary  

Education
Tertiary Education

Public  
Sources

All Private  
Sources

Total
Public  

Sources
All Private  

Sources
Total

Public  
Sources

All Private  
Sources

Total

2000
KOREA 4.3 2.8 7.1 3.3 0.7 4.0 0.6 1.9 2.6

OECD 4.8 0.6 5.5 3.4 0.3 3.6 1.0 0.3 1.3

2001
KOREA 4.8 3.4 8.2 3.5 1.0 4.6 0.4 2.3 2.7

OECD 5.0 0.7 5.6 3.5 0.3 3.8 1.0 0.3 1.4

2002
KOREA 4.2 2.9 7.1 3.3 0.9 4.1 0.3 1.9 2.2

OECD 5.1 0.7 5.8 3.6 0.3 3.8 1.1 0.3 1.4

2003
KOREA 4.6 2.9 7.5 3.5 0.9 4.4 0.6 2.0 2.6

OECD 5.2 0.7 5.9 3.6 0.3 3.9 1.1 0.4 1.4

2004
KOREA 4.4 2.8 7.2 3.5 0.9 4.4 0.5 1.8 2.3

OECD 5.0 0.7 5.7 3.6 0.3 3.8 1.0 0.4 1.4

2005
KOREA 4.3 2.9 7.2 3.4 0.9 4.3 0.6 1.8 2.4

OECD 5.0 0.8 5.8 3.5 0.3 3.8 1.1 0.4 1.5

Source: OECD(pertinent year), Education at a Glance: OECD Indicators.

Public Educational Expenditure per Student by Year 3

(Unit : amount computed based on PPP of US$ (rank/countries))

Classification

Primary Education Secondary Education Tertiary Education

Public  
Educational 

Expenditure per  
Student

Amount per  
Student  

vis-à-vis GDP  
per capita

Public  
Educational 

Expenditure per  
Student

Amount per  
Student  

vis-à-vis GDP  
per capita

Public  
Educational 

Expenditure per  
Student

Amount per  
Student  

vis-à-vis GDP  
per capita

2000
KOREA 3,155 21 4,069 27 6,118 40

OECD 4,381 19 5,957 25 9,571 42

2001
KOREA 3,714 23 5,159 32 6,618 42

OECD 4,850 20 6,510 26 10,052 42

2002
KOREA 3,553 19 5,882 32 6,047 33

OECD 5,313 20 7,002 26 10,655 43

2003
KOREA 4,098 21 6,410 33 7,089 37

OECD 5,450 20 6,962 26 11,254 43

2004
KOREA 4,490 22 6,761 33 7,068 34

OECD 5,832 20 7,276 25 11,100 40

2005
KOREA 4,691 22 6,645 31 7,606 36

OECD 6,252 21 7,804 26 11,512 40

Source: OECD(pertinent year), Education at a Glance: OECD Indicators.
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4 International Comparison of Major Indicators

A. The Rank in Educational Competitiveness by IMD

Classification 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Korea 36 34 34 39 38 34 37 29 35

America 5  8  5  7 11 11 11 13 12

Japan 22 25 24 24 22 23 21 19 22

Germany 19 21 28 31 28 28 24 24 21

China 44 48 47 48 45 47 45 44 42

Note: The ranking was drawn from 47 countries for 1999-2000, 49 for 2001-2002, 51 for 2003-2005, 53 for 2006, and 55 for 
2007-2008.

Source: IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook(pertinent year)

B. The Rank in OECD PISA

Classification 2000 PLUS 2003
2006

UPPER LOWER

Reading 6 6 2 1 1

Mathematics 2 3 3 1 4

Science 1 1 4 7 13

Problem Solving - - 1 - -

Note: 1) Upper and Lower show the value statistically significant at 95% trust level.
2) PISA PLUS is based on the analysis of the evaluation conducted to a total of 41 countries in 2001, using the same 

evaluation instrument as PISA. Included among the 41 were non-OECD member countries that desired to participate in 
the PISA evaluation after PISA 2000 had been administered.

3) PISA: Programme for International Student Assessment
Source: http://www.pisa.oecd.org

C. The Rank in IEA TIMSS

Classification 1995 1999 2003 2007

KOREA
Mathematics 3 2 2 2

Science 4 5 3 4

Japan
Mathematics 2 5 5 5

Science 2 4 5 3

Singapore
Mathematics 1 1 1 3

Science 1 2 1 1

America
Mathematics 18 19 15 9

Science 12 18 9 11

Note: 1) IEA: International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement
2) TIMSS: Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study

Source: http://timss.bc.edu
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D. The Rank of Korea’s Major Universities in International Evaluation

▪The Times

Classification 2005 2006 2007 2008

Seoul National University 93 63 51 50

KAIST 143 198 132 95

Pohang University of Science and Technology 224 245 233 188

Yonsei University 467 484 236 203

Korea University 184 150 243 236

Hanyang University 359 - 401-500 344

Sungkyunkwan University - - 380 370

Chonbuk University - - 401-500 401-500

Ewha University - - - 401-500

Kyunghee University - - - 401-500

Sogang University - - 398 -

Kyungpook National University - - 401-500 -

Pusan National University 473 - 401-500 -

Chonnam National University 427 - - -

Note: Ranked according to the 2008 report.
Source: http://www.topuniversities.com/worlduniversityrankings

▪Shanghai Jiao Tong University

Classification 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Seoul National 
University

152-200 153-201 101-152 151-200 151-202 152-200

KAIST 301-350 302-403 301-400 201-300 203-304 201-302

Yonsei University 251-300 202-301 203-300 201-300 203-304 201-302

Hanyang 
University

401-450 404-502 401-500 401-500 403-510 303-401

Korea University 401-450 404-502 401-500 301-400 305-402 303-401

Pohang University 
of Science and 
Technology

301-350 302-403 301-400 301-400 305-402 303-401

Sungkyunkwan 
University

401-450 302-403 301-400 301-400 305-402 303-401

Pusan National 
University

- - - 401-500 403-510 402-503

Kyungpook 
National 
University

401-450 404-502 401-500 401-500 - -

Note: Ranked according to the 2008 report.
Source: http://www.arwu.org
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1 Government Budget vs. Ministry of Education, Science and 
Technology(MEST) Budget(2008)

(Unit : million won)

Classification Government Budget(A) MEST Budget(B) B/A(%)

General Accounts 174,985,195 35,318,991 20.2

Special Accounts 8,530,569 578,434 6.8

Agriculture & Fisheries Structure 
Adjustment - - -

Balanced National Development S/A 7,638,226 543,300 7.1

Agency 892,343 35,134 3.9

Total 183,515,764 35,897,425 19.6

Budget of 2007 173,039,225 31,044,748 17.9

Increase & Decrease 10,476,539 4,852,677 -

Note: The Budget above is original budget.

2 Government Budget vs. Ministry of Education, Science and
Technology(MEST) Budget by Year

(Unit : million won)

Year Government Budget(A) MEST Budget(B) B/A(%)

1980 5,804,061 1,099,159 18.9

1990 22,689,433 5,062,431 22.3

2000 118,919,976 19,172,028 16.1

2005 160,145,363 27,982,002 17.5

2006 165,884,723 29,127,258 17.6

2007 173,039,225 31,044,748 17.9

2008 183,515,764 35,897,425 19.6

Note: The Budget above is original budget.

Ⅵ. Others
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4  Education for Korea Residents Abroad

A. Students and Teachers in Korean Schools

(Unit : person)

Classification
Num ber  o f Students

Number of  
Teachers

Total
K inder-
Garten

Elem entary  
School

M iddle   
School

H igh   
School

Total

Grand  Total 29 School in 14 Nations 10,769 684 5,763 2,200 2,122 968 

Japan

Total 1,987 7 903 555 522 149 

Korean  School in Tokyo 1,059 - 556 251 252 54 

Korean School in Kyoto 142 - - 54 88 16 

KumKang Korean School in Osaka 369 3 185 111 70 34 

Keonkuk Korean School in Osaka 417 4 162 139 112 45 

China

Total 5,359 387 2,941 1,089 942 501 

Korea  International School in Hongkong 150 14 78 13 45 24 

Korean International School in Yanbian 226 - 127 60 39 14 

Korean International School in Peking 1,130 91 598 224 217 78 

Korean International School in Tianjin 923 131 429 198 165 78 

Korean School in Shanghai 1,145 - 682 215 248 102 

Korean International School in Yantai 742 - 374 199 169 68 

Korean International School in Dalian 272 - 168 67 37 33 

Shenyang Korean International School 170 55 84 31 - 36 

Wuxi Korean School 66 - 66 - - 10 

Seojong Korea School In Qingdao 535 96 335 82 22 58 

Taiwan

Total 73 17 56 - - 16 

Korean School In Taipei 43 17 26 - - 10 

Korean School In Gausyung 30 - 30 - - 6 

Saudi Arabia

Total 19 3 16 - - 6 

Korean School In Jeddah 10 2 8 - - 3 

Korean School In Riyadh 9 1 8 - - 3 

Thailand Korean International School in Bangkok 144 - 98 31 15 21 

Indonesia Korean International School in Jakarta 1,175 - 575 243 357 93 

Vietnam

Total 1,218 20 647 265 286 99 

Korean School In Hochiminh 982 20 503 205 254 78 

Korean School In Hanoi 236 - 144 60 32 21 

Singapore Korean School In Singapore 86 - 86 - - 13 

Iran Korean School In Teheran 30 - 30 - - 4 

Egypt Korean School In Cairo 45 - 45 - - 6 

Russia Korean School In Moscow 98 37 61 - - 9 

Paraguay Korean School In Paraguay 119 45 74 - - 11 

Argentina Korean School In Argentina 318 168 150 - - 29 

Brazil Korean School In Brazil 98 - 81 17 - 11 

Note: 1) The middle and high school course of Korean Schools in Japan, China, Indonesia, Vietnam are integrated.
2) Part-time lectures of the elementary & secondary school are not included in the total number.
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B. Korean Educational Institutions

(Unit : institution, person)

Classification Number of Educational Number of Teachers Dispatched

Total 34 45

Japan 13 21

U.S.A 6 7

Canada 1 1

Paraguay 1 1

Argentina 1 1

Brazil 1 1

United Kingdom 1 1

France 1 1

Germany 1 1

Australia 1 1

Kyrgyzstan 1 2

Kazakhstan 1 1

Uzbekistan 1 2

Russia 4 4

Note: Korean Educational Institution: Implement the Ethnic-pride program through Korean language and history education, and 
develop cultural activities and publicity works (dispatch of teachers, support of educational Materials and grant for 
management cost).

C. Hangul Schools

(Unit : institution, person)

Classification
Number of 

Nations
Number of 

Schools
Number of 
Students

Number of 
Teachers

Total 99 2,097 127,184 14,172 

Asia·Oceania 14 268 21,376 2,236 

North America 2 1,116 60,707 9,383 

Middle-Latin America 21 75 4,352 576 

Europe 22 99 4,455 660 

CIS(Commonwealth of Independent States) 7 498 34,864 1,024 

Middle-East 14 16 645 115 

Africa 19 25 785 178 

Note: Hangul School: Implement the ethnic-pride promotion program for Korean Residents Abroad(elementary school, middle 
school, and high school students) such as Korean language and history education for 2~6 hours a week on wednesday 
or Sunday. (Free supple of text books. partial grant for the management cost).
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5 Type and Number of Public Officials

A. H.Q of MEST·Directly Belonging Organizations·National School

(Unit : person)

Classification Grand  
Total

Ministry of  
Education,  
Science &  
Technology

National  
Academy of   

Sciences

National  
Institute of   

Korean History

National  
Training   

Institute of  
Science &  
Technology

Nat'l Institute  
for  International 

Education

National  
Science  

Museum

Appeal  
Commission for  

Teacher

Korea
 Institute for   

Special  
Education

National
 School

Grand Total 30,626 812 17 81 41 74 103 24 39 29,435

Officials for  
State Affairs

Total 4 3 - 1 - - - - - -

Minister(Deputy Prime Minister) 1 1 - - - - - - - -

Vice Minister 3 2 - 1 - - - - - -

Superintendent - - - - - - - - - -

Special 
Education  
Service

Total 22,351 62 1 - 13 38 - - 22 22,215

President 39 - - - - - - - - 39

Dean 2 - - - - - - - - 2

Vice Superintendent - - - - - - - - - -

Local Educatin Head Officer - - - - - - - - - -

Principal 49 - - - - - - - - 49

School Supervisor & Educational Researcher 43 27 - - 3 5 - - 4 4

Vice Principal 62 - - - - - - - - 62

Junior School Supervisor & Junior Educational Researcher 97 35 1 - 10 22 - - 18 11

Full, Associate, Assistant Professor, Full-time Lecturer 16,418 - - - - - - - - 16,418

Teacher 2,334 - - - - 11 - - - 2,323

Assistant 3,307 - - - - - - - - 3,307

Contract  Service 9 3 - - 4 1 1 - - -

Exceptional 
Civil Service

Total 141 12 - 3 - - - 2 - 124

Senior Executive Service to 5 48 3 - - - - - 2 - 43

Pay Grade 6 to 9 93 9 - 3 - - - - - 81

General
Service

Total 4,770 635 9 63 17 25 60 17 9 3,935

Senior Executive Service 47 23 1 1 1 - 1 - - 20

Pay Grade 3 32 20 - - - 1 - - - 11

Pay Grade 4 275 112 2 1 3 3 6 2 - 146

Pay Grade 5 714 249 2 1 4 6 11 6 1 434

Pay Grade 6 2,035 195 4 8 7 12 16 5 3 1,785

Pay Grade 7 1,163 24 - 6 2 3 10 4 4 1,110

Pay Grade 8 371 - - 3 - - - - 1 367

Pay Grade 9 22 - - - - - - - - 22

Research Staffs 111 12 - 43 - - 16 - - 40

Technical Service 3,351 97 7 14 7 10 42 5 8 3,161

Note: 1) The figures in the '(  )' indicate the number of local officials, and are not included in total members.
2) The figures in the '< >' are not included in the total.
3) Senior Executive Service to 5 includes pay grade 1 and pay grade 2 of general service.
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B. Organizations Belonged to Provincial or Municipal Office of Education & Public School

(Unit : person)

Classification Grand  
Total

Provincial or  
Municipal  
Office of  
Education

Lower Office  
of Education

Public  
School

Educational 
Research   
Institute

Science  
Research   
Institute

Teacher  
Training  
Center

Students' 
Training  
Center

Public  
Library Others

Grand  Total
326,595
(63,126)

1,248
(5,243)

2,600
(8,164)

321,875
(43,860)

246
(409)

83
(162)

266
(524)

131
(733)

2
(2,968)

144
(1,063)

Officials for  
State Affairs

Total
-

(16)
-

(16)
-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

Minister(Deputy Prime Minister) - - - - - - - - - -

Vice Minister - - - - - - - - - -

Superintendent
-

(16)
-

(16)
-

　
-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

Special 
Education  
Service

Total 326,149 1,245 2,600 321,432 246 83 266 131 2 144

President 2 - - 2 - - - - - -

Dean 8 - - 8 - - - - - -

Vice Superintendent <17> <17> - - - - - - - -

Local Education Head Officer 180 - 180 - - - - - - -

Principal 9,301 - - 9,301 - - - - - -

School Supervisor & Educational Researcher 789 328 262 - 54 18 59 31 1 36

Vice Principal 9,856 - - 9,856 - - - - - -

Junior School Supervisor & Junior  Educational Researcher 3,179 915 1,605 - 191 65 207 94 1 101

Full, Associate, Assistant Professor, Full-time  Lecturer 1,545 - - 1,545 - - - - - -

Teacher 301,054 2 553 300,485 1 - - 6 - 7

Assistant 235 - - 235 - - - - - -

Contract  Service - - - - - - - - - -

Exceptional  
Civil Service

Total
15

(165)
-

(51)
-

(2)
15
(1)

-
(3)

-
(2)

-
(10)

-
(33)

-
(11)

-
(52)

Senior Executive Service to 5
7

(46)
-

(22)
-
-

7
(1)

-
(1)

-
-

-
(3)

-
(11)

-
-

-
(8)

Pay Grade 6 to 9
8

(119)
-

(29)
-

(2)
8
-

-
(2)

-
(2)

-
(7)

-
(22)

-
(11)

-
(44)

General  
Service

Total
272

(28,081)
3

(4,223)
-

(5,709)
269

(15,253)
-

(167)
-

(58)
-

(184)
-

(278)
-

(1,694)
-

(515)

Senior Executive Service
1

(1)
1
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
(1)

-
-

Pay Grade 3
2

(56)
-

(17)
-
-

2
-

-
-

-
-

-
(1)

-
(10)

-
(24)

-
(4)

Pay Grade 4
8

(299)
2

(134)
-

(47)
6
-

-
(12)

-
(8)

-
(19)

-
(13)

-
(29)

-
(37)

Pay Grade 5
19

(1,885)
-

(585)
-

(307)
19

(689)
-

(13)
-

(6)
-

(17)
-

(36)
-

(171)
-

(61)

Pay Grade 6
91

(8,643)
-

(1,212)
-

(1,602)
91

(5,013)
-

(37)
-

(10)
-

(53)
-

(82)
-

(503)
-

(131)

Pay Grade 7
109

(10,014)
-

(1,475)
-

(2,529)
109

(5,053)
-

(58)
-

(18)
-

(70)
-

(87)
-

(565)
-

(159)

Pay Grade 8
37

(7,120)
-

(753)
-

(1,210)
37

(4,498)
-

(47)
-

(16)
-

(23)
-

(50)
-

(400)
-

(123)

Pay Grade 9
5

(63)
-

(47)
-

(14)
5
-

-
-

-
-

-
(1)

-
-

-
(1)

-
-

Research Staffs
-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

Technical  Service
159

(34,864)
-

(953)
-

(2,453)
159

(28,606)
-

(239)
-

(102)
-

(330)
-

(422)
-

(1,263)
-

(496)

※ 1) The figures in the '(  )' indicate the number of local officials, and are not included in total members.
2) The figures in the '< >' are not included in the total.
3) Senior Executive Service to 5 includes pay grade 1 and pay grade 2 of general service.
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6. School Textbooks

A. Production and Supply of Textbooks

(Unit : in thousand copy)

Classification

Total 2nd Semester, 2007 1st Semester, 2008

Number of 
Kinds

Number of 
Copies

Number of 
Kinds

Number of 
Copies

Number of 
Kinds

Number of 
Copies

Total 975 109,677 162 41,864 813 67,813

Kindergarten 12 2 - - 12 2 

Elementary  
School

244 92,657 90 37,510 154 55,147 

Middle School 53 12,018 9 4,345 44 7,673 

High School 401 4,880 - - 401 4,880 

Special School 265 120 63 9 202 111 

B. Distribution of Textbooks free of charge

(Unit : in thousand copy / thousand won)

Classification

2nd Semester, 2007 1st Semester, 2008

No. of 
Beneficiaries 

Amount
No. of 

Beneficiaries  
Amount

Total 41,864 41,202,445 62,931 53,680,651 

Seoul 7,326 7,217,061 10,910 9,262,003 

Busan 2,683 2,670,195 3,942 3,390,241 

Daegu 2,184 2,162,065 3,250 2,775,465 

Incheon 2,568 2,531,649 3,797 3,259,853 

Gwangju 1,439 1,413,707 2,151 1,842,844 

Daejeon 1,392 1,369,527 2,088 1,772,364 

Ulsan 1,064 1,050,866 1,588 1,392,723 

Gyeonggi 10,136 9,898,126 15,428 12,994,058 

Gangwon 1,254 1,241,261 1,931 1,707,277 

Chungbuk 1,311 1,295,769 1,975 1,691,330 

Chungnam 1,655 1,628,928 2,525 2,200,841 

Jeonbuk 1,615 1,595,438 2,420 2,069,869 

Jeonnam 1,616 1,598,509 2,420 2,079,984 

Gyeongbuk 2,162 2,133,016 3,269 2,732,337 

Gyeongnam 2,924 2,870,597 4,436 3,814,068 

Jeju 535 525,731 801 695,394 



2008 BRIEF STATISTICS ON KOREAN EDUCATION

￭ Ministry of Education, Science and Technology(MEST) 

  Jong-Yong Park, Nam-Pyo Hong, Seong-Gyu Kim,

  Hyeok-Seom Kwon

￭ Korea Educational Development Institute(KEDI)

  Chang-Hwan Kim, Seong-Guk Kang, Jeong-Won Hwang,

  Mo-Yeon Kim, Sang-Ho Kim, Hyun-Ju Kim, Ji-Hye Seo,

  Ji-Hye Son, Shin-Young Yun

  Ki-Jun Lee, Dan-Bi Kim, Yong-Hee Suh, Kyoung-Mi Lee, 

Hee-Jung Lee, Mi-Young Cho

Contributors



2008 BRIEF STATISTICS ON KOREAN EDUCATION

If you have any comments and suggestions about this booklet,  

we would like to hear from you. Please direct your comment to

Manpower Supply & Demand, Statistics Division

Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, Seoul, Korea

Phone : 82-2-2100-6350  Fax : 82-2-2100-6355

Homepage : http://www.mest.go.kr

Center for Educational Statistics, Department of Human 

Resource and Educational Statistics Division, Korea Educational 

Development Institute

Phone : 82-2-3460-0408, 0462  Fax : 82-2-3460-0120

Homepage : http://cesi.kedi.re.kr

2008 BRIEF STATISTICS ON KOREAN EDUCATION

Statistical Materials SM - 2008 - 9 - 2

Printed by Hakjisa Publisher

ISBN 978-89-6113-264-0  93370

Price 5,100won

If you want to purchase additionally 『2008 BRIEF STATISTICS
ON KOREAN EDUCATION』 please contact below address.

T. 82-2-330-5114 / F. 82-2-324-2345



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


